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liberty to the prisoner, after having kept him con-
fined for five months.*

The attempt of the English against myself was
the second act of hostility which brought to a
climax the excessive irritation of the Abnakis tribe.
A Missionary can scarcely fail to be an object of
hate to these Gentlemen. Love for the Religion
which he endeavors to impress upon the hearts of
these Savages holds these Neophytes firmly in union
with us, and separates them from the English. The
latter therefore regard me as an invincible obstacle to
their plan of spreading themselves over the territory
of the Abnakis, and of gradually seizing this main-
land which is between new England and Acadia.
They have often attempted to remove me from my
flock and more than once a price has been set on my
head.* It was about the end of January in the year
1722 when they made a new attempt, which had no
other success than to manifest their ill will toward
me.

I had remained alone in the village with a small
number of old men and feeble folk, while the rest
of the Savages were at the hunt. That time ap-
peared favorable to the enemy for surprising me;
and, with this in view, they sent out a detachment
of two hundred men. Two Young Aébnakis, who
were hunting on the Seashore, heard that the
English had entered the river; they immediately
turned their steps to that quarter, so as to observe
the movements of the English. Having perceived
them about ten leagues from the Village, these
Savages outran them by crossing the country, that
they might inform me, and help the old men,
women, and children to retire in haste. I had only



